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An acronym comprising the first 5 initials of the: 

World Organization of National Colleges, Academies 

and Academic Associations of 

General Practitioners / Family Physicians

The short name is World Organization of Family Doctors.

WONCA now used as a trademark.

What is WONCA?
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• Achieve universal coverage through family medicine 

in all of Europe.

• Advocate integrated care to be implemented 

horizontally in primary care and vertically between 

levels of health care.

• Support the development of an undergraduate 

curriculum with focus on FM and the specialty 

training in FM in all Europe. 

• Strengthen the research base of GP/FM. 

• Strengthen the development of quality work & 

patient safety. 

• Attract new and future General Practitioners/ Family 

Physicians.

Our Goals



WONCA Europe
The 2016-2019 Executive Board
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+ 6 SIGs



Clinical tasks

Communication with patients

Management of the practice

attitude science context

The European Definition
of family medicine 2002



Annual Conference
4,000 participants from all over Europe



European Journal
Open Access, Impact Factor: 1.364



EJGP
Open access

90.000 full-text downloads in 2017

60% of the papers has been cited at least once

40% of the downloads come from European 
countries

60% of the citations come from European 
countries

Thank you Jelle Stoffers!



Building Our Future
Conferences, scholarships & exchange programmes



Advocacy
Statements & declarations, WHO/Europe, partnerships



ORGANISATIONS IN 
COLLABORATION

WONCA Europe becomes visible, more 
organisations wish to collaborate with us

Framework for collaboration according to 
bylaws

Reports from EFPC, UEMO, EMA and ECCO



build
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exert

INFLUENCE



• Our vision is that everyone shall have 
timely access to a highly skilled family 
doctor throughout the course of life 
unconditionally.

• Our mission is to lead the development 
of GP/FM discipline in the Region Europe 
by putting in action our core values; 
addressing the current challenges of the 
health and health care in the European 
Region; and improving the reflections of 
our organisation towards change.

• The WONCA Europe Definition of General 
Practice / Family Medicine is the core 
document for all our actions. 

Our Vision and Mission



OUR FUTURE PLAN IN 
MOTION

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

Synergies internally, visibility externally, influence

ENGAGEMENT WITH ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS

Strengthen our academic fundament, recruit & retain future leaders

WONCA EUROPE SCHOLARASHIP

Recruit & retain the leaders of the future

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Strengthen our conferences, build framework for the future

ICPC 3 CONSORTIUM

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION ( -> EU, - with UEMO)



NETWORKS

Increasing collaboration

Joint venture: Position paper on 

overdiagnosis & overtreatment 

EQuiP: Quality indicators & data 

collection

EUROPREV: Influenza prevention

EURACT: European training 

requirements

VDGM: Increased bursaries





742239



WONCA Europe -> WHO Europe

WONCA is an organisation in “official collaboration” with WHO

WONCA Europe Open Meeting : opportunity to discuss Public Health & 
Primary Care

A solid position in this collaboration, with WE president as focal point  :

• Chair of Regional Director`s Adv Board to Almaty
Primary Care center
• Member of Health Systems Foresight group
• Health system response to NCDs
• Expert meeting on the Economic Case for Primary Health Care
• International Conference Astana October 2018 
(Alma Ata declaration anniversary) 



WHO/Europe
STATEMENTS



Political Influence?
Example of arena: 

WHO/WONCA Joint venture: Meeting Copenhagen August 30/31 2018

Integrating public health and primary care services in the 
European Region

What are the emerging policy questions in
relation to strengthening the integration of public health and primary care
services at country level? 

How can these questions best be answered to suit 
Member States’ practical needs?



CONTENT, example: 
The WE position paper on overdiagnosis
and overtreatment

Process:
2017:  NFGP ( Nordic colleges) proposal to WE Council
2017 : WE working group established
2018 : Adopted by WE Council in Krakow 2018

WHY?
WE Future PLAN: 
“Lead the development of family medicine in the region”

WHAT is the potential role of WONCA in the future in 
In preventing overdiagnosis? 





Share with us:

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE ON THE AGENDA OF 
WONCA Europe?

AND MORE SPECIFICALLY ON THE AGENDA OF:
Euract
EQuiP
EUROPREV
EGPRN
Euripa
Vasco da Gama



Share with us:

How can the Nordic colleges contribute?



• Mission: achievement of high levels of 

quality and safety of care for patients in 

general practice in all European countries.

• Projects on development and evaluation 

with regard to Quality Improvement and 

Quality Management and Development.

equip.woncaeurope.org



• Mission: provide a suitable setting in which 

to discuss and develop research in primary 

care; to foster and coordinate multinational 

studies, to exchange experiences and to 

develop a validated scientific basis for 

general practice.

• Promotes research excellence and supports 

researchers.

• Open for individual and institutional 

memberships.

• Official meetings held twice yearly.

• Published Research Agenda for General 

Practice.

EGPRN

www.egprn.org



• Mission: promoting general practice/family 

medicine as a discipline by learning and 

teaching. 

• Support for trainers through a network of 

Educators, contribution to national activities 

and sponsorship for participating in courses. 

• Support for trainees through the 

introduction to new learning methods, the 

adoption of a learner-orientated approach. 

• Published the Educational Agenda.

• Provides courses for Trainers and Teachers 

such as the Assessment Course for Trainers 

in Family Medicine, and the courses for 

Trainers in General Practice/Family 

Medicine.euract.woncaeurope.org



• The WONCA Europe network for new and 

future General Practitioners.

• Establishes a communication network and 

provides a forum, support and information 

for trainees and new GPs through access to 

WONCA Europe regional conferences and 

pre-conferences.

• Improving the quality of training 

programmes for general practice.

• Collaborating with national colleges and 

associations in general practice, and 

stimulating the formation of national 

representation of new and future GPs.

• Organises annual preconferences, adhoc

conferences and exchange programmes.www.vdgm.eu


